228                        THE LAST GENRO

the enemy ships. The declaration of war that was proclaimed was a
mere formality-"

"H'm." The tattooed one, coming closer to the student, nodded,

The student went on. "A mere formality, telling the enemy country,
We are fighting you.' Some say that the declaration must be made
before the actual fighting begins and the others say that it doesn't mat-
ter whether its proclaimed before or after if the ultimatum has been
delivered. Our Government declared war against Russia today, Feb-
ruary 10."

"Did the enemy do the same thing?"

"Yes, Russia declared war against us today, too."

"What's that noise?" someone asked.

"Oh, a great victory lantern parade is going on in the Ginza and
Kyobashi districts. When I passed there the vanguards were already
turning into the square before the Imperial Palace," said a man, just
returning from his rounds.

The proprietor murmured: "Unlike the last war when we first
crossed swords with the continental pig-tailed brothers, this time the
public has been clamoring since last summer to fight Czarist Russia."

The student went on: "Yes, there was no mistaking that bloodshed
would break out any day. The coming and going of the Genros be-
tween Tokyo and Oiso, their frequent conferences at the Imperial
Palace in His Majesty's presence since the early summer, the school
children and students singing war songs written during the Sino-
Nipponese War, the depression-\vearied business world yearning to see
a radical change, the newspapers and magazines carrying inflammatory
articles from front to back for a war in defense of the nation's rights
and safety, the patriotic organizations daily marshalling the citizenry
into war demonstrations, could have only one outcome."

His comrades nodded. The tattooed man said: "Only the soldiers
.and the telephone posts on the roadside were noncommittal."

"In the summer of the Chinese War in 1894, ten years ago, we did
not know a thing about it until the fight began. Wasn't that so?" one
of the men asked,

"Yes, but this time it was different. The public tension increased as
we heard about the mounting difficulties of the negotiations with Rus-
sia on the Manchurian question. On February 4, we learned that the
conference of the Genros recommended to the Emperor a war measure
against Russia. Two days later the Government recalled our Minister;